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PLATE LXIII

INDUSTRIAL LIFE IN ITALY

1-4. PICTURES FROM THE BLACK ROOM OF THE
HOUSE OF THE VETTII AT POMPEII, ist cent. A.D.

1.   PERFUMERS  (tmguentarii). ^ A special brand of fine
olive-oil is being prepared on a special kind of oil-press on the
right.   The boiling oil is mixed with special essences (probably
extracts of flowers).   Next conies the desk of the manager and
accountant.   Near him is a cupboard with bottles of various
sizes and shapes containing the various essences.    The rest of
the picture shows the sale of perfumed oil to a lady, who has
come in with her slave-maid.

2.   FULLERS (fullones).   They; are treading the clothes in
vats, carding, inspecting and folding the finished garments.

3.    GOLDSMITHS (aurifices).    A large furnace is on the
right.    Behind the furnace a Cupid is intently occupied in
chiselling a large metal bowl, probably a bronze bowl which is
being prepared for inlaying with silver.   Another Cupid is busy
keeping the furnace going by means of a blow-pipe and heating
a piece of metal which he holds with a pair of tongs.   A third
is hammering a small piece of metal on an anvil.   Near him
stands a counter with three open drawers and a large and
a smaller pair of scales.   A lady customer discusses with the
proprietor the weight of a jewel.   Beyond them two Cupids are
hammering a large piece of metal on an anvil.

4.    FLOWER-DEALERS.    Flowers are carried from the
garden on the back of a goat.   Cupids are making garlands.
The garlands are exhibited for sale on a special stand, and
a fine lady is buying one of them.   A Cupid holds up two fingers
to indicate the price (2 asses).

It is very probable that the Vettii who owned this beautiful
house selected the special trades which are portrayed on the
walls of its best room because they had a personal interest in
them ; and those were in fact the chief trades of Campania in
general. It is plain too that the rich Pompeians were proud
to exhibit to their friends pictures illustrating, in a somewhat
romantic manner (Cupids being substituted for men), the
modest occupations which brought them wealth and influence.
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